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for the amusement of the King of Naples, are at
least incidents that may compel attention, if not
remark. There are doubts concerning the journey
of the Empress into the Crimea, Potemkin being
unwilling to make her a witness of the incredible
poverty of the people and the army, in this newly
acquired garden.

The discouragement of the ministry of Berlin
still continues to increase. The King, for these
two months, has not acted in concert with
any single minister. Hence their torpor and
pusillanimity are augmented. Count Hertzberg is
progressive in his descent, and Werder begins to
decline. The King remains totally unconcerned;
and never was the mania of reigning in person
and of doing nothing carried to greater excess,
Instead of the capitation, a tax on houses is
talked of as a substitute. I begin, to think that
neither of these taxes will take place. There is
an inclination to retract without disgrace, if that
be possible; and the pretext will be furnished by
the advice of the provincial presidents. It is the
more extraordinary that this capitation tax should
be so much persisted in, since, under the reign stockingt Berlin,
